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Scripture “Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, ‘‘Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’’ All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: ‘‘Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel’’ (which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.” Matthew 1:18-25, ESV.

 I.  He will give you a sign – Isaiah 7:14

 A. We are all looking for something

 i.  This internal need to see, to know

 a)  See to believe

·  This is not faith

 b)  Know all the details

·  Builds the head not the heart

 B.  He gives

 i.  When someone else gives us a sign, what does it mean?

 a)  It is usually confirmation about them not us

 ii.  God's signs point in one direction

 a) Toward God

·  Virgin

· a physical impossibility, unless from God

·  A son

· specified, no ultra sound or other tests

·  A specific life task

· Savior

· His path was set even before He was born

 II.  He will save His people

 A. Immediately raised all kinds of questions

 i. Will he be a mighty soldier?

 ii. Will He be a wealthy ruler?

 iii.  How can the son of a carpenter be any thing other than a carpenter?

 a) God gives, God does!

 B.  Will save

 i. a future tense

 a) He didn't do it by being born

· We learn later

· He does it by dying and being resurrected

 ii.  Immediately implies we are in trouble

 a)  First thought is our physical condition

· God was looking past the physical

 b)  Took a physical Savior to deal with our spiritual problem

·  Without Jesus' coming, we would never be good enough

 III.  He is with you

 A. Immanuel – God with us

 i. John 1:14 – Literally with us

 ii. John 14:16,16; 16:7 – Spiritually with us

 a) Living in us in the Holy Spirit 

 B. We celebrate his coming, but He is already here

 i.  Question 1 is

 a) Do you know Him?

· If you do, He is with you

 ii.  Question 2 is

 a) How does Immanuel affect your life?

· How is your life different than that of someone who does not know?

What is one way I can apply this passage to my life?

