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Sermon Notes

12/05/10

Passage: Matt 1:18-25 (ESV)

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:  23 ​​​​​​​​“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). ​​​ 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.  

Outline:

1. He is just and thoughtful 

1. A man of faith before religion

1. Thought of Mary before himself

1. Philippians 2:3,4

2. The religious law allowed him to divorce

1. if proof of infidelity, to have her stoned

3. Considered how to get here out of there quietly

1. A huge sacrifice

1. home, business, family, friends

2. He didn't rush things

1. “As he considered these things”

1. Praying and thinking

3.  What can we learn from Joseph?

1. What would Jesus do in this situation?

1. Christ, church, laws

2. Don't make a hasty decision

1. To learn what Christ would do involves some prayer and study

1. Not always clear

3. Put the other person first

1. Consider what they are going through

2. Will this tear down or build up?

1. While punishment may be appropriate, it may not always be best

2. The dream cleared the air

1. One of two kinds of visions mentioned in Scripture

1. Numbers 12:6

2. Had to have struck Joseph immediately

1. he was not a prophet, yet he was having a prophet's vision

1. He had to listen to the message

2. God showed Joseph that this was a special situation

1. The vision

2. Son of David

1. A reminder of heritage and the covenant promise

1. one of the few remaining descendants

3. The instructions

1. Do not fear

1. 1Jn 4:18

1. If God is involved, we do not have to fear

2. Take

1. Fulfill your obligation, continue to do what is right

3. Name

1. Immanuel – God with us

1. John 1:14 – God dwelt amongst us

3. Joseph obeyed

1. No arguing, bickering, back talk

1. Heard and obeyed

1. 1st time obedience

2. He did exactly as God commanded and nothing to water it down

1. No relations, to make himself look better

2. Loved Mary, thought of her first

3. Named the boy Jesus

1. Jehovah is Salvation

1. Name speaks of his life task

1. God incarnate, come to save man

1. From birth he was the instrument of salvation

1. Raised as the perfect sacrifice

2. Joseph, proud and saddened at the same time

1. He was the father of the savior

1. salvation involved sacrifice

1. Jesus would die and rise from the dead

1. providing forgiveness and life eternal

What burdens are you dealing with that seem hopeless?

What do you think it will take for God to relieve these burdens?

What can you learn from Joseph in dealing with your burdens?

Write out your prayer to God on the back of this page.

