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Sermon Notes
Passage: 
1 ​But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 2 ​​​​​​​​ The people who walked in darkness ​​​​​​​have seen a great light; ​​​​​​​those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, ​​​​​​​on them has light shined. ​​​ 3 ​​​​​​​​You have multiplied the nation; ​​​​​​​you have increased its joy; ​​​​​​​they rejoice before you ​​​​​​​as with joy at the harvest, ​​​​​​​as they are glad when they divide the spoil. ​​​ 4 ​​​​​​​​For the yoke of his burden, ​​​​​​​and the staff for his shoulder, ​​​​​​​the rod of his oppressor, ​​​​​​​you have broken as on the day of Midian. ​​​ 5 ​​​​​​​​For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult ​​​​​​​and every garment rolled in blood ​​​​​​​will be burned as fuel for the fire. ​​​ 6 ​​​​​​​​For to us a child is born, ​​​​​​​to us a son is given; ​​​​​​​and the government shall be upon his shoulder, ​​​​​​​and his name shall be called ​​​​​​​Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, ​​​​​​​Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. ​​​ 7 ​​​​​​​​Of the increase of his government and of peace ​​​​​​​there will be no end, ​​​​​​​on the throne of David and over his kingdom, ​​​​​​​to establish it and to uphold it ​​​​​​​with justice and with righteousness ​​​​​​​from this time forth and forevermore. ​​​​​​​The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. ​​​  (Isa 9:1-7, ESV)
Outline:

1. God is not keeping us  in the dark

1.  Written to a people in mourning

1.  Had been carried into exile

1.  Life as they had known ceased

2.  Felt as though there was no hope

2.  Hope from a most unlikely place

1.  Galilee

1.  Regions of Napthali and Asher

2.  A land of farmers, fisher men and gentiles

1.  Known as hearty, strong people

2.  Mix of Jews, Aramaean, Iturean, Phoenician and Greek – hence the unique accent 

3.  It was not a religious, educational or cultural center until after the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD

2.  A great light v. 2

1.  Could this have been a prophecy of the Star of Bethlehem?

1.  Probably not

2.  A reference to the Redeemer

1.  Using and image from the first exile

1.  The Pillar of Fire

3.  A God manifested  Light

1.  To guide

2.  To reveal

2.  God is redeeming us from the dark

1.  The light will lead us from the pit(s)

1.   “Even in darkness, nay, in death itself, there is nevertheless good ground of hope; for the power of God is sufficient to restore life to his people, when they appear to be already dead.” – John Calvin

2.  There is nothing too bad for God 

1.  The light will lead us from any and everything

3.  He will destroy all those things that bring us down

1.  Yoke, staff, rod have all been broken

2.  The oppression and depression we feel will be turned to joy and singing in the heavenly kingdom

2.  Boots and battle clothing, destroyed

1.  The daily battles we face will one day be turned to peace

3.  Peace fill keep us from the dark

1.  The Messiah will be, and now is, a new ruler

1.  Translators break it up a little different

1.  Wonderful or Wonderful Counselor

1.  Both describe joy and a beauty they were not seeing

1.  Joy and happiness would be Characteristic of the Messiah King

2.  Mighty God

1.  Stronger than all the other false Gods

2.  A strength that can only be found in the Creator

3.  Everlasting Father

1.  No beginning or end 

1. John 1:1 – refers to Man’s beginning

2.  Author – Father

1.  He has written the story, including yours, on all of History

4.  Prince of Peace

1.  He is the bringer of Shalom

1.  Perfect peace and contentment

2.  A new hope and  new peace

1.  The Kingdom of God will be unlike anything before

1.  Foundation of Hope in God and peace in world

1.  Now we only catch glimpses

2.  In its fullness, it will be a kingdom of peace.

2.  The Light of the Nations

1.  Will guide us to the kingdom

1.  Jesus said, “ I am the way…” John 14:6

2.  He will enable us to see the Kingdom

1.  Speaking to Nicodemus in the dark of night – John 3:3

2.  Jesus is the Light

3.  What is keeping you from following the light and seeing all that God has for you?

