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Sermon Notes
Passage: 

30 “Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, declares the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. 31 Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord GOD; so turn, and live.”  (Ezek 18:30-32, ESV)
Outline:

1. The corporate nature of repentance
1. “O House of Israel”

1.  Speaking to the people collectively

2.  The New Testament speaks of the Church as the Bride

1.  That too is the people collectively

2.  The Church has a need to repent

1.  First must understand our sin

1. WSC #14 What is sin?

1. Sin is any want of conformity unto, or transgression of, the law of God.
2. We need to ask ourselves 2 questions

1.  What have we done that we should not have done?

1.  Are there bills unpaid?

2.  Did we hurt people?

2.  What have we not done that we should have done?

1.  Have we taken care of God’s people?

1.  Matt 25:31 – 40

2.  Have we worshipped or gone through the motions?

3.  “Everyone according to his ways”

1.  Each of us make up the larger body and are to be held accountable to the larger body

1.  Have we failed to take care of the body?

1.  Persistent stomach ache drives you to the DR.

1.  Why?

2. Every person in here matters
2.  The personal nature of repentance
1. God speaks to each of us, individually

1.  The entire chapter uses the individual as an example

2.  You must stop, right now, and ask yourself  2 questions

1. What have I done that I should not have done?

2.  What have I not done that I should have done?

2.  While there is condemnation, there is hope also in this chapter

1.  V.27,28 – hope built on repentance

1.  Even the worst among us can be redeemed.

1.  This is the great message we bring to the World.

1. It is the light that we shine into the darkness

2.  It doesn’t matter who you are, if you turn from sin and receive Christ you will be saved

1. That is hope, that is good news

3. The character of repentance
1.  Repent and Turn

1.  Acknowledge the behavior

2.  Stop the behavior

3.  Never do it again – 180 degree turn

1.  When tempted flee

2.  Cast away

1.  Throw away like the trash

1.  Don’t keep around thinking it might come in handy later

1.  It is not your aunts 200 year old hankie

2.  Get as far from you as possible

3.  Make a new heart and spirit

1.  We cannot literally make a new heart or spirit

1.  This is meant to help us see our need for God

1. He is the only one who can do this work

1.  Ezekiel 11:19

1.  Great news of the NT – Christ has done this for us!

2.  Each one of us must examine our hearts

1.  What do I need to repent of?

2.  What does EPC need to repent of?

3.  Do I have Christ in my heart?

1.  When will I?

1.  Why not now?
What do I need to repent of in my life?

What specific sins does EPC need to repent of?

What is it that keeps me from walking rightly with God?
