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Sermon Notes
Passage: Mark 16

1 When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3 And they were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?” 4 And looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled back-it was very large. 5 And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were alarmed. 6 And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.” 8 And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 9 [[Now when he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven demons. 10 She went and told those who had been with him, as they mourned and wept. 11 But when they heard that he was alive and had been seen by her, they would not believe it. 12 After these things he appeared in another form to two of them, as they were walking into the country. 13 And they went back and told the rest, but they did not believe them. 14 Afterward he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were reclining at table, and he rebuked them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not believed those who saw him after he had risen. 15 And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation. 

Outline:

1. Who are you seeking?

1. They were seeking the crucified Jesus

1. His body

1.  Ch. 15 ends with the women seeing his tomb

2.  They did not understand what was to happen

1.  They expected

1.  A huge stone

2.  A dead body

2.  They found

1.  No stone

2.  No body

2.  They found the risen Lord

1. The “young man”

1.  Simple message

1. Christ has risen, as he said

1.  Jesus had foretold this three times in earlier chapters

2.  Disciples did not understand any time

3.  Now it had come true

2.  Go and tell

1.  The secret was now to be revealed

1.  He is alive just as he said

2.  Salvation is at hand

2.   Fear and disbelief

1.  Their reaction is just what you would expect

1.  Their hearts were focused solely on what they knew, not what they believed

1. They had seen 

1. The torture

2. The thorns

3.  The crucifiction

1. They knew Christ was dead

2.  They missed all that he had been teaching them

1.  He had to die

2.  He would rise again

2.  Learn to see with the heart and not the eyes

1.  This entire story is all about faith

1.  Do you believe that God will do what He says He will do?

1.  It is not hard to believe the cross

1.  The Marys believed Jesus died

1. Hard to dispute the facts recorded multiple places

2.  It is harder to believe what you cannot see

1.  Jesus had risen

1.  “Where is he?”

2.  “What have you done with him?”

2.  Not 

1. Praise the Lord, it is indeed finished as he said

3.   What are you going to do with Jesus?

1.  The women

1.  Reacted  with fear

1.  Fled – ran away

2.  Trembling and astonishment

3.  Silence

1.  Commanded to tell the others


1.  We read, “they said nothing to anyone.”

2.  What about you?

1.  Most readily accept the cross and his death

1.  We display it everywhere

1. Walls, stained glass, around or necks on rings

2. Where is the tomb? Where is the resurrection?

1.  The cross satisfied the needed sacrifice

1.  Payment was made in full

1.  Brought the forgiveness needed for restoration

2.  The resurrection ensured sacrifice was never needed again.

1.  The resurrection granted the restoration.

2.  We needed not only sacrifice, we needed new life to be restored to God

1.  Without the resurrection Paul could never have said

1. 2 Cor 5:17

3.  So what should we say?

1.  Christ the Lord is risen today, Hallelujah!

