Eastminster Presbyterian Church

Sermon Notes 05/16/10
Scripture:

“The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, ‘‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way, the voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’’’ John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, ‘‘After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’’ In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens opening and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘‘You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.’’ The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. And he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were ministering to him.” Mark 1:1-13, ESV.

1.  The call of the Old

1. The beginning

1. Hearkens to Genesis 1:1

2. Establishes up front

1. Jesus is the Son of God

1. Yet does not tell us anything about Jesus' life before his ministry

2.  Sets forth his Divinity from verse 1

2. The prophets

1. Actually Malachi 3:1 and Isaiah 40:3

1. I send – future and present 

1. Mark is quoting a prophecy from the past and tying it to the present

2. Points to the end

1. We find the start and the fulfillment in one verse

1. It all begins and ends with Jesus Christ 

2.  The call of John

1.  Appeared

1.  A nuance of Mark – Short and Sweet

1. Luke give a detailed version of John

2. This is the first example of Mark's urgency

2. Fulfillment of the previous verses

1. Past and present come together

2. John's Baptism

1. Details are straight forward about John's ministry

1. Baptizing

2. Proclaiming

3. Appearance 

3.  John's Preaching

1.  Repentance and forgiveness

1. Prophecy

1. Someone more powerful

2.  The Power of God

1. I just use water

2.  He will use the Holy Spirit

1. laying the ground work for the Book

1. You will see the power of God in Mark

3.  The call of God

1. Jesus is Baptized

1. Why did he get baptized?

1. To demonstrate Jesus' Divine approval

2.  To fulfill the law – Matt 3:15

2.  When he came up

1.  Some base use this verse to support their view of immersion

1. Not Mark's goal, he is not addressing a theological issue, but a historical one

2.  Immediately

1.  Again demonstrates the urgency in Mark's writing

2.  He saw and “You are”

1. Referenced here toward Jesus only

1. Divine approval given to Christ only

1.  No record in Mark of anyone else seeing or hearing  this incident

2.  Great Trinitarian picture

1. Son comes up

2. Spirit comes down

1. Like a dove, not necessarily a dove

3.  God Speaks

1. 1st person 

2. God had not spoken to man in over 400 years

1. no reason to think that he was speaking for anyone else but Jesus to hear.

3.  Driven by the Spirit

1. To face Satan

2. To be ministered to

3. To prepare for ministry

4.  What does this Book have for us?

1.  Gospel = Good News

2.  The Work of God in the lives of Sinners

1. Rather than a bunch of saying, Mark show how Jesus works in our lives

3.  God is active from verse 1

1.  God initiated

2.  God ordained

3.  God enacted

What is one way I can apply this passage to my life?

