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Sermon Notes
Passage: 17 And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. 19 You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’” 20 And he said to him, “Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth.” 21 And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” 22 Disheartened by the saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 23 And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How difficult it will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24 And the disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, “Then who can be saved?” 27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with God.” 28 Peter began to say to him, “See, we have left everything and followed you.” 29 Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, 30 who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life. 31 But many who are first will be last, and the last first.”  (Mark 10:17-31, ESV)
Outline:

1. He was seeking eternal life

1.  Sincerely earnest

1. Ran

2. Knelt 

3. Asked

2.  “What must I do?”

1.  Question shows a lack of understanding

1.  Jesus was a good teacher

2.  Relationship was not what he sought 

2. Accomplishment is so much easier than faith

1.  Jesus gave the outline

3.  An accomplishment to demonstrate faith

1.  Give away

3.  How am I like this man?

1.  Here because you want to have eternal life

1.  In your heart of hearts you know there is more to  this life

2.  Constantly asking, “What must I do?”

1.  Seeking the magic pill

1.  Look at verses 25 – 27

1. You can do nothing!

3.  We have the wrong perspective of Jesus

1.  Good teacher

1.  Acquainted with, but no relationship 

2.  What is it that you are lacking?

1.  Young man did all the right things for all the wrong reasons

1. You cannot earn your way to heaven

2.  Something was holding him back

1.  In his case it was wealth

1. Jesus is not saying you cannot be rich and be a believer, just that it is harder

1.  Wealth and the attainment of it can and often does become an idol

3. What do I need to do?

1.  Give it up

1. Not because Jesus wants you poor, but because Jesus wants your heart

2.  Whatever comes between you and Jesus, give it up!

2.  Follow Jesus

1.  Nowhere in the Bible does it say, “Go to Church to enter the kingdom.”

1.  Jesus said follow me

1.  Sad  because it involves sacrifice v. 29-32

3.  How can anyone be saved?

1.  Looks easy on paper, but it is not

1. There is a major lifestyle shift

1.  No longer there to please self but to please God

2.  Man vs God

1. After thousands of years, we still struggle with this concept.

1.  We can’t, God Can!

2.  Don’t look at what you have done, look at what he has done!

1.  We have….

1. Oh really? 

1. Not the accomplishment, following is the accomplishment

3.  Where is Christ in the picture of your life?

1.  Is he someone you are always trying to please?

1. Always trying to make things right

2.  Are there obstacles keeping you from Him?

1.  Give up and give it away!

1.  Jesus doesn’t want your money,  He wants your heart

3.  Do you understand the cost?

1. It is not about what you have done or given up, it is about what Christ has done.

1.  Gave himself up for you

2.  Calls you to trust and come to Him

1.  Won’t you come today?

How are you like the young man?

What things are distracting you from a relationship with Jesus?
