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Sermon Notes
Passage: 27 And they came again to Jerusalem. And as he was walking in the temple, the chief priests and the scribes and the elders came to him, 28 and they said to him, “By what authority are you doing these things, or who gave you this authority to do them?” 29 Jesus said to them, “I will ask you one question; answer me, and I will tell you by what authority I do these things. 30 Was the baptism of John from heaven or from man? Answer me.” 31 And they discussed it with one another, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 32 But shall we say, ‘From man’?”-they were afraid of the people, for they all held that John really was a prophet. 33 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.”  (Mark 11:27-33, ESV)
Outline:

1. Challenges most often come from within
1.  Chief Priests, Scribes and Elders

1.  The clergy, the law, and the laity

1.  The Church leadership

2.  Challenges rarely come from outside

1.  They are usually made by someone in a leadership position

1.  The quest drives

1. For power

2. For legitimacy

3. For recognition

4. For acceptance

2.  Those who are supposed to know better

1.  They have the education

1.  They have studied this stuff

2.  They are the professionals

1.  Assume that they are unquestionable

3.  They have forgotten their purpose

1.  To Glorify God

2.  To Preach, Teach and Equip

1.  Eph 4:11-14

3.  To serve God’s people

1.  They often begin to use “my” phrases
2.  Challenges often sound very legitimate
1.  By what or who gave you the authority?

1.  Legitimate question

2.  Who told you that you could….

1.  Show us your credentials

3.  Many today claiming Godly authority

1.  Calling must be internal and external

2.  You must know the truths of Scripture

1.  Challenges are subtle but legitimate

1. They sound good, sound right

1. They have a smattering of truth

2.  Study Word  and issues

1.  No such thing as a new heresy

1.  Old with new clothing

2.  Personal Study

1.  Question everything in light of Scripture!

3.  Group Bible Study

1.  Opportunity to learn and question

4.  Read

1. Is becoming a lost art

2.  Ask for references on subjects of concern

3.  Challengers are not really concerned with truth
1.  If we say…

1.  The statements indicate that they knew what was true.

1.  John’s ministry was of God and he was a prophet

2.  Came down to do what is right or save face

1.  Most will choose to save face

2.  The heart of the issue was not truth but power

1.  Losing control meant everything

1.  Possible loss of job and income

2.  Loss of respect and position

3.  God is ultimately in control

1.  First sign of power struggle or challenge

1.  A call to prayer

2.  Reminder of who and whose we are

1.  What has Christ done for us?

2.  Do we deserve it?

3.  What does that mean in our lives?

2.  Trust and seek God’s direction

1.  He is sovereign.
