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Sermon Notes
Passage: 12 On the following day, when they came from Bethany, he was hungry. 13 And seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to see if he could find anything on it. When he came to it, he found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. 14 And he said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” And his disciples heard it.  (Mark 11:12-14, ESV)
20 As they passed by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered away to its roots. 21 And Peter remembered and said to him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree that you cursed has withered.” 22 And Jesus answered them, “Have faith in God. 23 Truly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says will come to pass, it will be done for him. 24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours. 25 And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so that your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.”  (Mark 11:20-25, ESV)
Outline:

1. Whoever Principle

1.  Says

1.  Uses the extreme to illustrate the power of prayer

1. Jesus never relocated mountains

1. Does not expect that of us

2.  Proactive conversation

1. Don’t sit back and do nothing

1.  Initiate

1. Call on God to work His will

2.  Prayer is to be our spiritual first responder

1.  At first question, first sign of need, first step in planning

1.  Prayer should be first thought and first reaction

3.  No limits

1.  Whoever opens door to all, not just the Jews

2.  Not just in Temple or in Worship

1.  Our needs are often in places of work, study or play

1.  Don’t wait, Pray!

2.  Believes

1. No doubt in heart in YOUR heart

1.  Either God can or He can’t

1.  Prayer is a statement that God can do all things

1.  Mark 10:27 – nothing is impossible

2.  That the prayer will be answered

1.  Not to be a rote action but a response of faith

1.  If you do not believe God can answer the prayer,  why pray?

1.  If God can’t answer, you don’t need it.

2.  Whatever Principle

1.  Ask

1.  There are not limits to prayer

1.  You can only ask for spiritual needs or familial needs

2.  Whatever implies that we are to bring everything to God in prayer

2.  Does that mean that I can ask for a billion and I will get it?

1.  You can ask, doesn’t guarantee you will be answered yes.

1.  God will always answer prayer, just not always as we want it.

3.  All we do or ask is to be within the realm of God’s will

1. He will never give us anything that will contradict His will or nature

2.  Believe

1.  Matthew has this as a conditional

1.  If you have faith,  Matt  21:22

2.  Belief/ faith is integral to your prayers

1.  Not just belief that God will answer

1.  You must believe that what you ask is in God’s will

1.  If you know what you are praying about is wrong, why would you expect God to answer it?

3. Prayer comes down to your personal faith in Christ

1.  If He is not Savior, how can you expect him to answer

3.  Whenever Principle

1.  Persistence

1.  Stand here is used to describe internal manner not external position

1.  You are consistently, persevering in prayer, continuing in prayer

2.  Jesus is now speaking to the heart

1.  When you are given to me in prayer, here is where you start

2.  Forgive 

1.  Anything you have against anyone

1. Literally, “throw it away”

1.  Don’t let those things you can’t change keep you from the one who can change all things.

2.  Don’t wait on them to initiate an apology, throw it away

1.  The burden is upon you to forgive, not the others to apologize

1.  What is more important?

1.  Relationship with your creator?

2.  Relationship with some creation?

2.  Forgiveness frees you for both, with an eye on the former.

3.  Forgiven

1.  All prayer begins by looking at the cross

1.  Jesus was preparing them and us for what He was to do

1.  The ultimate sacrifice for the sins of God’s people

1.  God sent His son to die for your forgiveness

1.  Start your prayers with that understanding

1.  Start at the Cross

