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Sermon Notes
Passage:

15 And they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold and those who bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons. 16 And he would not allow anyone to carry anything through the temple. 17 And he was teaching them and saying to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations’? But you have made it a den of robbers.” 18 And the chief priests and the scribes heard it and were seeking a way to destroy him, for they feared him, because all the crowd was astonished at his teaching. 19 And when evening came they went out of the city.  (Mark 11:15-19, ESV)
Outline:

1. You need to remove the distractions
1. Buyers and seller

1. Those things needed to make offering or sacrifice
1.  Doves
2.  ½ sheckel tax

2. We can argue intent

1.  Chief Priest to make money
2. To assist poor and pilgrims meet requirements

3. Timing was the biggest problem

1.  The Temple, was the house of God
1. Had essentially created a wall
1. Secular and Holy

2.  Know what you need for prayer

1.  A quiet place
1. Matt 6:6

1.  Don’t try to pray in the middle of the family gathering

1.  Turn off cell phones, radio’s, tv, computer

2.  Time

1. Mark 1:35

1.  Make, schedule, guard  

1.  if you don’t someone will

3.  The Lord

1.  Psalm 11:4

1.  If you are the temple of God, he is right there

1.  Don’t start rambling as if he is a thousand miles away

1.  Prayer is a conversation not a reading of demands
2.  Don’t bring stuff into prayer
1.  Jesus was a little more strict than the priests

1.  You are entering the presence of God

1.  Don’t bring your toys

2.  What does that mean for us?

1.  Don’t arrive with an agenda

1.  That doesn’t mean don’t pray for specific

1.  Philippians 4:6,7

1.  Realize that our greatest need is for God, He can take care of the rest

2.  We don’t need to bring or recite proof of our need

2.  Don’t focus on self

1.  Prayer is a conversation – two way

3.  Don’t start praying the list

1.  Similar to an agenda

1.  Putting stuff out there without having thought through what the real needs are
3. Prayer is for everyone
1.  “A house of prayer for all nations”

1.  You do not have to be a certain type to pray

1.  Everyone can and should pray

1.  It is not my ministry

1.  Should never be heard

1. It is everyone’s ministry

2.  You have made it a den of robbers

1.  Jews by turning it into a market place

2.  Christians by total neglect

1. We end up robbing God and ourselves of intimacy and fellowship

3.  They sought to destroy

1.  Prayer should bring about change in us and others

1.  Our faith should grow

2.  Our Joy should grow

3.  Others will see Christ in us

1.  As we draw nearer to Him, they see more of Him

4.  Our hearts become burdened for the gospel

1.  We begin to pray and see God working in those we are praying for
What is keeping me from praying consistently?

What must I change in order to be able to spend time in prayer?

How can I pray this coming week?
