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Sermon Notes
Passage: Mark 12:38-44 ESV  

And in his teaching he said, "Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes and like greetings in the marketplaces  (39)  and have the best seats in the synagogues and the places of honor at feasts,  (40)  who devour widows' houses and for a pretense make long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation."  (41)  And he sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people putting money into the offering box. Many rich people put in large sums.  (42)  And a poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which make a penny.  (43)  And he called his disciples to him and said to them, "Truly, I say to you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the offering box.  (44)  For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on."
Outline:

1. The face of pretense
1.  The pretenses of the Scribes

1.  Like to be seen

1.  Long robes

1.  Usually reserved for royalty

2.  You couldn’t help but notice

1.  They were in the way

2.  Needed help caring for them

3.  Couldn’t  work or carry things

1. Had to hold robe to keep from dirtying

2.  Greetings and groupies

1. Wanted to be noticed

2.  Like the best

1. The best seat

1.  Had to sit at the head table

2.  The best meal

3.  Like to take advantage

1.  Were supposed to help widows with the disposition of wills

1.  Would take advantage of their state and defraud them of money or property

2.  What are your pretenses?

1.  Like to be seen?

1.  Have to make a showing?

2.  Like the best?

1.  Won’t participate is you don’t get the first or best?

3.  Like to have the advantage?

1.  Gonna work things to your advantage and benefit?
2.  The face of religion
1.  Ostentatious prayers

1.  Long winded and wordy

1.  Filled with flowery speech

1. Meant more to be heard by man than God

2.  Lots of repetitive “God Words”

1. Lord, Father, Almighty God

2.  Matt 6:7

1.  They talk religious not relational

2.  Ostentatious giving

1.  Some of the boxes had metal horns

1.  Coins thrown in would circle and make lots of noise

2.  Empty their change, would be many coins

1. Sound like a lot, but in reality was just the surplus
3.  The face of faith
1.  Humility

1.  She didn’t call attention to herself

1.  Quietly fulfilled her duty

2.  How do you go about God’s work?

2.  Faithfulness

1.  Tithes and offerings are required of everyone

1.  Not a respecter of economic status

1.  Rich and poor alike are to give

3.  Sacrifice

1.  Gives from what you cannot afford to give

1.  This Lady gave what she could not afford

1.  Probably meant she didn’t buy something

1.  Clothes, food, etc…

2.  God made the greatest sacrifice for you

1. Gave Himself

1.  Took the sin of the world upon himself

1.  He didn’t commit  it, you did

2.  Took responsibility and nailed it to the cross

2.  Voluntarily, vicariously, died for you

3.  What has your faith cost you?

1.  If nothing, you must ask, “Do I have true faith?”
What pretenses do you wrestle with each day?

What would a sacrifice of faith look like in your life?
