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Sermon Notes 05/23/10
Scripture

“Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, ‘‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.’’” Mark 1:14, 15, ESV.

1.  Take the initiative

1. After John

1.  Not concerned with exact chronology

2.  John had a specified task

1.  Mark uses the arrest as a marker

1. End of John's ministry

2.  Beginning of Jesus'

2.  Jesus came

1. You can sense Mark's sense of urgency

1. John arrested, Jesus came

1. No wait, not gap

2.  Simple beginning

1. lacks fanfare, explosion

3.  John's arrest created a gap in God's work

1. Jesus stepped in

1. There wasn't an 18 month search for the next servant of God

1. No reality TV show

3.  What can we learn?

1.  Ministry does not wait so why do we?

1.  Mr 14:7 – always have ministry needs

2.  The question is “What can I do?” not “When can I start?”

1.  Take the initiative – start today

2. "Be willing to make decisions. That's the most important quality in a good leader. Don't fall victim to what I call the ready-aim-aim-aim-aim syndrome. You must be willing to fire." - T. Boone Pickens

2.  Remember who's message

1. Proclaiming the gospel of God

1.  Gospel = euangelion = good news

1.  It is a message that is good

1.  May contain negative issues

1.  Sin – Romans 3:23

2.  The negative is off set by the positive

1.  Salvation – Eph 2:8,9

2.  Our message is too often one sided

1.  Great to know God loves us

1. If we are not shown our need for love, we reply with a ho hum

2.  Of God

1.  Paul put it this way

1. Gal 1: 12 -  a message received from God

2.  Jesus wasn't proclaiming religion but a message from God

1. In the manner of the prophet before Him, John

2. What can we learn?

1.  We need to make sure what we are proclaiming is indeed good news

2.  Is your message from God or man made?

3.  Talk as sent by God, not hiding from the world.

3.  Keep the message simple

1.  What time is it?

1. “The time is at hand”

1.  Already

1. Christ was initiating the Kingdom

1. It is here through Christ and in us

2. A sense of urgency

1.  don't put this off, don't ignore this message

2.  There is no encouragement to wait until ready

2.  Why does it matter?

1.  “The Kingdom of God is at hand”

1.  In Christ, now in us

1.  Not necessarily a new place/building but people

1. refers to reign not dominion

1.  Rule over people not control over  land

3.  How should we respond?

1. Repent

1.  Turn from and leave old Kingdom

2.  Live in the new

2.  Believe

1.  Trust and reliance

1. In the good news – Necessary!

2.  Faith

1.  Believing in what we can not see to receive that which we can not get unless God gives it to us.

4.  What can we learn from these insights?

1. We can't wait, people are dying for good news

2.  Keep the message simple, but God based.

3.  Out message must include both repentance and belief 

4.  We must believe ourselves.

What is one way I can apply this passage to my life?

