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Sermon Notes 06/13/10
Scripture

“And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed and went out to a desolate place, and there he prayed. And Simon and those who were with him searched for him, and they found him and said to him, ‘‘Everyone is looking for you.’’ And he said to them, ‘‘Let us go on to the next towns, that I may preach there also, for that is why I came out.’’ And he went throughout all Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and casting out demons.” Mark 1:35-39, ESV.

1.  We must pray

1. What is Prayer?

1. What it is not.

1.  Mantras

2.  Thoughts and wishes

2. Prayer is

1.  Direct communication with our Lord

2.  Involves BOTH speaking and listening

3.  Prayer is difficult

1. “Praying exposes how self-preoccupied we are and uncovers our doubts. It was easier on our faith not to pray... American culture is probably the hardest place in the world to learn to pray. We are so busy that when we slow down to pray, we find it uncomfortable.” - Paul Miller, A Praying Life

2.  Why pray?

1.  Jesus had just spent the previous day in exhaustive labors for the Lord

1. He needed recovery time

2.  Jesus needed direction

1. Prayer show that this ministy is not man driven but God driven.

1. Missionary to Africa

1. Church was not praying

3.  How should we pray?

1.  Christ provided a great example

1.  He rose early

1.  Point is, he made time

1. sacrificed sleep for God

2.  What can you give up to pray?

2.  He went to a lonely place

1.  Literally desolate, alone

1. Find a quiet place

1. Get away from distractions

1. Don't answer door or phone

2.  Turn off radio, tv, ipod

3.  He prayed

1.  Wouldn't you have loved to hear what he prayed?

2.  Just start talking to God

1. If He is a personal Savior, you can talk to Him.

2.  We must seek Christ

1.  Disciples sought him out

1. Didn't just call his name and whistle a few times

1. Literally, hunted him down

2.  We should be daily following their example

1.  Hunting for Christ

1. Not being content throwing up a prayer and hoping he hears it

2.  Hunting for Him until we find Him, THEN praying

3.  Their fault

1.  Everyone is looking for you

1. Not literally everyone

2.  Were more concerned with the crowd than with the Lord

3.  We must be obedient

1.  Sometimes God takes us in a different direction than we want to go

1.  Disciples wanted to go back and see more of the show

1. Miracles and exorcism

1.  v.39 -  Ministry order

1.  Preaching 

2.  Then miracles

1.   A resulting work of the Gospel, not the means to the Gospel.

1. Supported, not superceeded

2.  Jesus had a twofold purpose

1.  Know God

2.  Make Him known

2.  We must listen to the voice of our Lord

1. He knows best

1.  We are to be glorifying Him, not making ourselves look better.

2. What is He telling you?

1. Can't hear or don't know?

1.  Do you know Him?

1.  Best friend will never talk to you, if you are not even friends

1. No relationship no God

2. Come to Him in prayer.

3.  Ask, He will answer

1.  Mark 11:24

2.  Your private prayer life is the fuel for your public ministry

1.  Are you using the proper fuel?

What is one way I can apply this passage to my life?

