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Scripture

“And when he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at home. And many were gathered together, so that there was no more room, not even at the door. And he was preaching the word to them. And they came, bringing to him a paralytic carried by four men. And when they could not get near him because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him, and when they had made an opening, they let down the bed on which the paralytic lay. And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, ‘‘My son, your sins are forgiven.’’ Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, ‘‘Why does this man speak like that? He is blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?’’ And immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they thus questioned within themselves, said to them, ‘‘Why do you question these things in your hearts? Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, take up your bed and walk’? But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins’’--he said to the paralytic-- ‘‘I say to you, rise, pick up your bed, and go home.’’ And he rose and immediately picked up his bed and went out before them all, so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, ‘‘We never saw anything like this!’’” Mark 2:1-12, ESV.

1. Focus on the Word

1.  Man's desire

1.  They came to see the show

1. More miracles, more healings

2.  Seeking to have their needs met

2.  Jesus' desire

1.  Heal the heart

1.  Preached the Word

1. The power of the Word moves our faith

2.  Don't discount the faith of others

1.  They?

1. The lame man's friends

1.  Knew they were powerless to heal

1.  Had the faith to get him to the one who could heal

2.  Faith

1.  They just didn't see the miracles or hear the Word

1.  Belief and trust in action = faith

2.  Would not be deterred

1.  Climbed to roof, clawed through, lowered him down

1.  Other people, physical barriers would not stop them from coming before God

3. What are those things that hinder your faith?

3.  There will be trouble from within

1.  The Scribes

1.  These were the theologians of the area

1.  Educated, religious

1.  Considered holy and righteous

2.  They were leaders of the religious community

2.  The very people you would think would know who Jesus was

2.  “Some of the scribes”

1.  Troubles are usually started by a few

2.  Thought to themselves... how?

1.  Note contrast between scribes and friends

1. Friends would not stop long enough to question 

2.  Scribes wouldn't believe without questions

3.  A work of God will always be challenged and questioned

1.  Most of the time it will come from within, not from the World

2.  If there is no opposition, you must ask yourself

1.  Is this a work of God?

4.  Never forget your source of power

1.  Example of man's friends

1. Where did their hearts lead them?

1. To the only one they knew could heal

2.  Which is easier?

1.  To heal or forgive?

1. The reality is this

1. Jesus knew what this man needed more than the man knew of himself

2.  If his heart was not right, what benefit would there be from physical healing?

2.  We, everyone in the church, needs to step back

1.  What needs more attention in your life?

1.  Your heart or your ailment?

1. If you get better only to wallow and die in sin, what benefit is there?

2.  What are the crowds and roof that are keeping you from coming before Jesus?

1.  Claw through them, push them aside, come running to the cross

1. Jesus has taken your pains and sorrows to the cross

1.  to find true healing, you must first find true forgiveness

3.  Be amazed!

What is one way I can apply this passage to my life?

