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Sermon Notes
Passage: 5 No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you or forsake you. 6 Be strong and courageous, for you shall cause this people to inherit the land that I swore to their fathers to give them. 7 Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to do according to all the law that Moses my servant commanded you. Do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may have good success wherever you go. 8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”  (Josh 1:5-9, ESV)
Outline:

1. Be Strong and Courageous

1.  For you shall

1.  Do the work God has given

1.  Why do we need to be strong?

1.  What God desires of us is not what the world or our hearts want

2.  How are we to be strong

1.  Know our source of strength

1.  We must be in the Bible

1.  It is our plan of action

2.  It is our source of encouragement

2.  It is not a mystery, though it is mysterious

1.  Learn the mysteries, don’t make it more difficult than it is

2.  Being careful

1.  To live according to the Scriptures

1.  This lifestyle is contrary to everything you see around you

1.  How can we know we are being careful?

1.  Pray for illumination – open eyes

2.  Be reading and studying

2.  This lifestyle is what God desires of us

1.  Only as we live according to His will do we see success and provision from Him

3.  Do not be

1.  Afraid

1. God is with you

2. Dismayed

1. God will guide you

3.  The Scriptures are our source of promise

1.  Hebrews 13;5;  John 16:33; Phil 4:19

2.  Don’t get distracted

1.  Don’t turn  away

1.  To the left or right

1.  Keep your eyes on the road

1.  Eyes upon the goal

2.  How do you know the directions?

1.  Read the map – The Word

1.  Must become more than that old book the preacher reads from each week

1.  It is an intimate love letter from the Creator of the World

1. Read it, treasure it, love it

2.  Meditate

1.  Like a cow chewing cud, keep it up

1. Take it in and chew on it

2.  Come back later and chew on it

3.  Rinse and repeat

2.  Ask some probing questions

1.  What is God teaching me about Himself?

2.  What is God teaching me about myself?

3.  Is there a specific sin I need to deal with?

4.  What is God directing me to do?

3.  The Results?

1.  Success

1.  A church that is not in the Word is just a club with good morals.

1.  Let’s not be that church

2.  Work the plan and let the plan work

1.  Do what the Word sets forth and let God work

3.  Success is in God’s eyes, not ours or the world’s

2.  Provision

1.  Do not let what you don’t have be the excuse not to do what God has commissioned you to do.

1.  Money is a resource, not an end all

1.  God builds the church one heart at a time, not one dollar at a time

2.  God will not call you to do something that He will not provide for you to do.

1.  Be strong and courageous!

3.  God’s presence

1.  He is with you wherever you go too.


1.  In the presence of the Holy Spirit

1.  Must have Christ, but if you do you have all the Spirit you need

1.  Be strong and courageous!

2.  You can do all things with Him with you

1. Phil 4:13

3.  Do you have Him with you now?

1.  1 John 5:11-13

1.  If you do not know, come today and know!

1.  Be strong and courageous!

Do you have a DAILY time of reading and studying the Scripture?

What is keeping you from reading and studying daily?

This week, memorize Joshua 1:8
