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Sermon Notes
Passage:  
1 Then Joshua rose early in the morning and they set out from Shittim. And they came to the Jordan, he and all the people of Israel, and lodged there before they passed over. 2 At the end of three days the officers went through the camp 3 and commanded the people, “As soon as you see the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God being carried by the Levitical priests, then you shall set out from your place and follow it. 4 Yet there shall be a distance between you and it, about 2,000 cubits in length. Do not come near it, in order that you may know the way you shall go, for you have not passed this way before.” 5 Then Joshua said to the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do wonders among you.” 6 And Joshua said to the priests, “Take up the ark of the covenant and pass on before the people.” So they took up the ark of the covenant and went before the people. 7 The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. 8 And as for you, command the priests who bear the ark of the covenant, ‘When you come to the brink of the waters of the Jordan, you shall stand still in the Jordan.’” 9 And Joshua said to the people of Israel, “Come here and listen to the words of the LORD your God.” 10 And Joshua said, “Here is how you shall know that the living God is among you and that he will without fail drive out from before you the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Hivites, the Perizzites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, and the Jebusites. 11 Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth is passing over before you into the Jordan. 12 Now therefore take twelve men from the tribes of Israel, from each tribe a man. 13 And when the soles of the feet of the priests bearing the ark of the LORD, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan shall be cut off from flowing, and the waters coming down from above shall stand in one heap.” 14 So when the people set out from their tents to pass over the Jordan with the priests bearing the ark of the covenant before the people, 15 and as soon as those bearing the ark had come as far as the Jordan, and the feet of the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the brink of the water (now the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout the time of harvest), 16 the waters coming down from above stood and rose up in a heap very far away, at Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan, and those flowing down toward the Sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, were completely cut off. And the people passed over opposite Jericho. 17 Now the priests bearing the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firmly on dry ground in the midst of the Jordan, and all Israel was passing over on dry ground until all the nation finished passing over the Jordan.  (Josh 3:1-17, ESV)
Outline:

1. Be ready to see God work

1.  As soon as you see

1.  You need to have your eyes opened

1.  What does that mean in out lives?

1.  You must be men and women of the Word

1.  You can’t know what God will do, if you don’t know God

2.  You must be men and women of prayer and worship

1.  Can’t hear God speak if you do not talk with him

2.  You need to accept that, “you do not know the way.”

1.  You know the general directions

1.  The gospel

2.  What are the specific directions?

1.  The application of the gospel

2.  Consecrate yourselves

1.  Make yourselves holy

1.  Problem is we can’t literally

1.  God is the one who makes us holy

1. WSC Q. 35

1. Sanctification is the work of God’s free grace,  and are enabled more and more to die unto sin, and live unto righteousness,
  whereby we are renewed in the whole man after the image of God,
2.  We must follow God’s lead to become holy

1.  Obedience

2.  Piety

3.  Faith

2.  Know that God will work

1.  Stand in the Gap

1.  Joshua was told to stand in the middle of the river

1. “What are you crazy?”

1.  He had to demonstrate trust so the others could see and trust

1.  It flows down, as you see Me trust, you trust, as your kids see you, they trust, etc...

2.  Be willing to do God’s will, even when it doesn’t seem logical

2.  Listen to God

1.  Come and Listen

1.  I realize life is beating you down

1.  We are your sizzler recharge station

1.  This gathering should be your most important hour of the week

2.  Where else do you go that the entire focus is on God?

1.  Come and listen

3.  Watch God Work

1.  Here is how you will know

1.  God’s work will blow you away

1.  It will be such that you cannot replicate it

1.  You might bring people to church, God will change people’s hearts

2.  You might share your faith, God will turn their world upside down

2.  Joshua expected God to work

1.  Will know

1. Do you expect God to work or wish that he will work?

3.  Act when God works


1.  Don’t just stand there with your mouths open

1.  It will happen, be ready

1.  What will you do when He works?

1.  Just as you plan your vacation, not to work, you should plan what you will do in obedience to His work

2.  Get up off your tail

1.  You are never too old to do the work of God

1.  Look to the examples of  Noah, Abraham, Moses

1.  All were senior citizens BEFORE God started their ministry

2.  You are not too weak or tired

1.  Even Hezekiah, when sick, was able to pray

2.  Move Forward

1.  Everything you do should be moving the kingdom of God forward

1.  If you are not about glorifying God then chances are, you are not glorifying God.

1.  Start by making sure your heart is right.

1.  Do you know Jesus?

