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Sermon Notes
Passage: Mark 11:1-11 (ESV)

1 Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples 2 and said to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately as you enter it you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it. 3 If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord has need of it and will send it back here immediately.’” 4 And they went away and found a colt tied at a door outside in the street, and they untied it. 5 And some of those standing there said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6 And they told them what Jesus had said, and they let them go. 7 And they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, and he sat on it. 8 And many spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut from the fields. 9 And those who went before and those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 10 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!” 11 And he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple. And when he had looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 
Outline:

1. This is not a hidden Kingdom

1.  The expectations of the day

1.  A royal king

1.  White horse and a mighty army

2.  Over throw the Romans

3.  Restore the glory of David’s Kingdom

2.  Jesus’ arrival was not what they expected

1.  He had been keeping things  close to the vest

1.  “do not tell anyone”

2.  His arrival was dramatically unadorned

1.  Told disciples where and how to get his stead

1.  Was a colt of a donkey, not a white horse

2.  Rode in on a saddle of clothing

1.  With an army of peasants

3.  After an extended time of secrecy, he rode in publically

1.  You could not miss the scene

1.  A grown man on a donkey’s colt

2.  People laying palm branches and clothes as a carpet before him

3.  Singing and shouting of acclamations

4.   Tearing down the myth

1.  Faith is a private matter

1. Two elements to our faith

1.  Our personal piety

1. Which is private

2.  Our daily life

1. Which is for all to see

3.  Jesus set the example for us

1. Our faith is to be out for all to see

2.  This is not an arrogant Kingdom

1. What there was not 

1. There was no military escort or marching band

2.  No royal uniforms or high prancing horses

3.  No campaign rallies or speeches

2.  Humility was the theme of the day

1.  He rode in on a donkey’s colt

1.  A pack animal, rarely ridden

1.  Not a stead of war or might

2.  No red carpet or jewels

1.  Clothing and tree branches

3.  We are to live lives of humility

1.  Our eyes set upon the cross

1. He knew exactly where he was going 

1. Did not deviate

2.  Not lording over others

1.  Humbly seeking His Kingdom

1. Psalm 147:6; 149:4;  Matt 6:33

3.  We are not better than anyone else

1.  We have just realized our great need 

1.  "Although my memory's fading, I remember two things very clearly: I am a great sinner and Christ is a great Savior." - Newton

3.  This is not a lavish Kingdom

1.  This was an every man  procession

1.  None of the elite took part

1. There would be photo ops, lots of press and ostentation

2.  This was for the sinners

1.  The very same people who are shouting “Hosanna” would soon be shouting “Crucify Him!”

1.  Our hearts are fickle, we get caught up in the moment

2.  Jesus’ goal was not the praise and adulation

1.  His goal was the hearts of the people

1.  His eyes were set upon the goal of the cross

1.  The salvation of His people

1.  The redeeming of His people from the Egypt of the heart, Sin.

2.  He didn’t need pomp, he needed hearts

1.  He doesn’t desire our adornments, just our faith

1.  We do not have to be the best of anything, we just need to be faithful

1.  What is keeping you from being faithful?

How is your faith perceived by others around you?

As you await Christ’s return, what gives you hope and encourages your faith in Him?
