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Sermon Notes 03/14/10
Scripture :

“The one who conceals hatred has lying lips, and whoever utters slander is a fool. When words are many, transgression is not lacking, but whoever restrains his lips is prudent.” Proverbs 10:18, 19, ESV.

“The mouth of the righteous brings forth wisdom, but the perverse tongue will be cut off. The lips of the righteous know what is acceptable, but the mouth of the wicked, what is perverse.” Proverbs 10:31, 32, ESV.

1.  Hidden words/ Many words

1. What is a lie?

1.  Any deceit

1.  word, act or attitude

2.  Or silence when a word is needed

2.  Concealing and lying

1. Attempt to mask the truth

1. to protect ourselves

1.  Ends up hurting us

1.  They hurt us in that lies deceive us, not just other people. They persuade us that we are on top of our problem. We think we can fool others, but we can’t be fooled. With other people, the power of lies is obvious. Anyone who has been lied to knows that lies divide people; lies are the language of war. With God, lies provide evidence that our allegiances are not with Him. Instead, they show that our allegiance is to Satan – the Father of Lies – and to ourselves. - Edward T. Welch. Blame in on the Brain? P&R Publishing, 1998, p. 200.

3.  Talking too much

1. talking to distract

2.  Talking to avoid the issue

1.  The problem most of us have

1.  Instead of speaking the truth, we just speak

1. dig a bigger hole

2.  Restraint is good

1. What is needed

1. Prudence – acting with or showing care and thought for the future

1.  Don't just speak, think – don't let your mouth get ahead of your brain

2.  Silence can be good

1.  If you need a moment to collect thoughts, take it

2.  Bring forth wisdom

1.  This takes a conscious effort

1.  Work on wisdom, practice truth

2.  Step one – Thumper's rule

1. If you can't say anything nice, don't say anything at all. - Thumper, “Bambi”

3.  Your words show your heart

1.  What is perverse

1.  Deliberate or obstinate insistence to do what is unreasonable or right, despite the consequences

2.  “I don't care what God thinks or says, I am going to do what I want to do.”

1.  Shows first in our words

3.  Our desire is to glorify ourself

1.  To make ourselves god

2.  What is acceptable

1.  Truth and righteousness

1.  Learned from and found in Christ

1. Christians should be the bastion of truth

1. Every statement, every act should be built upon truth

2.  Jesus is the Truth

1. “Jesus said to him, ‘‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” John 14:6, ESV.

2. The only way to God is through the Truth

1. You must live the truth and speak the truth

2. Do your words match your heart?

What is one way I can apply this passage to my life?

