Eastminster Presbyterian Church

Sermon Notes 04/25/10
Scripture:

“The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous man runs into it and is safe.” Proverbs 18:10, ESV.

“Hear, my son, and be wise, and direct your heart in the way. Be not among drunkards or among gluttonous eaters of meat, for the drunkard and the glutton will come to poverty, and slumber will clothe them with rags.” Proverbs 23:19-21, ESV.

“A man without self-control is like a city broken into and left without walls.” Proverbs 25:28, ESV.

1.  Don't let your defenses down

1.  We love to be in control

1. problems arise when we lose control

1. What do you do then?

2.  A strong implication here

1. There is no let go and let God when it comes to self control

1.  self control – refers to our passions and desires

1. What we eat, drink, think, do

2.  You play a part, you have to exert some effort

1.  The difference between us and animals

1.  We are not driven by instinct

2.  Morals, ethics, common sense

2.  Philippians 4:8,9

3.  A broken City without walls

1. When you fail to be self controlled your city crumbles

1. defenses are let down

1. you are vulnerable to the attacks of the enemy

1. We can do nothing to save ourselves, but we are to fight the wiles of the enemy

1.  The armor Eph 6:11 – 18

1. It will be at close quarters, daily

1. We fight the Battles, Christ won the war.

2.  Watch who you hang with

1.  Much of what we learn in life is caught not taught

1. Who/What you learning from?

1.  Doesn't refer to just your personal friends

1. What are you watching, listening to, reading?

1.  Garbage in Garbage out

2.  Are you leading or being led?

1.  What direction are you going?

1.  Godly leaders lead toward God

1. Not heading that way, you wall are crumbling.

3.  Drunkards and gluttons

1. people living to fulfill their passions, not to glorify God

1. Fall victims of their passions

1. become enslaved and seek to enslave

2.  If your walls are down, you are an easy target

2.  They eventually sleep through life

1.  Live in a stupor, fail to really live

1.  Gal 5:16

3.   Run don't walk to the strong tower

1.  When your walls have fallen down and you are without protection, where do you go?

1.  There is a strong tower

1.  A fortified city

1.   Lord of the Rings – Helms Deep

2.  Scriptures – Jesus Christ

1. He is the strong tower

1.  A place of Hope

2.  A place of peace

3.  A place of forgiveness

4.  A place of safety

2.  The strong tower is a place of life not despair

1.  Jesus – John 10:10

1. life in all its fullness

1. not torn apart by lack of self control 

2.  A Christ led life will show self control 

1.  If you are lacking, ask yourself

1.  Is Christ really in control of my life?

2.  Am I seeking to glorify God or satisfy self?

What is one way I can apply this passage to my life?

