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Sermon Notes
Passage:   “For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you, says the LORD of hosts. But you say, ‘How shall we return?’ Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, ‘How have we robbed you?’ In your tithes and contributions. You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the whole nation of you. Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need. I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not destroy the fruits of your soil, and your vine in the field shall not fail to bear, says the LORD of hosts. Then all nations will call you blessed, for you will be a land of delight, says the LORD of hosts. “Your words have been hard against me, says the LORD. But you say, ‘How have we spoken against you?’ You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the profit of our keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning before the LORD of hosts? And now we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to the test and they escape.’” Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one another. The LORD paid attention and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written before him of those who feared the LORD and esteemed his name. “They shall be mine, says the LORD of hosts, in the day when I make up my treasured possession, and I will spare them as a man spares his son who serves him. Then once more you shall see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not serve him.  (Mal 3:6-18, ESV)
Outline:

1. How are you approaching God?

1.  Three ways

1.  Don’t

1.  The lost 

1.  Have been deceived by the evil one

2.  Do not know God

2.  Professing but faithless

1.  There is no such thing as a lone wolf Christian

1.  Either are part of the body or not

1. Hebrews 10:24,25

2.  Out of habit

1.  Love or desire to grow in relationship have nothing to do with anything

1.  “This is what I have always done.”

2.  “My momma raised me in the church.”

3.  “I want my kids to go through what I went through.”

2.  I know how I should, but I do as I want

1.  “I have heard it all before, shoot, I have taught SS and have served as an officer”

3.  Out of a love for God

1.  The fear of being without Him drives you even closer to Him

1.  Your love has become a passion to be with and please God

2.  Constantly being refined and molded into a man or woman of God

2.  Why is this important?

1.  If our heart is not right, we will never understand what it means to give to the Church and build the Kingdom of God

2.  Our focus must be on Him

1. Matt 6:33

2.  Who has changed?

1.  You say, “I love the Lord,, don’t I ….”

1.  Come to church?

1.  Doesn’t make you a Christian any more than

2.  Matt 6:2

2.  Give faithfully?

1.  There is a big difference between faithful and regular.

1.  Regular is on a pattern and consistent

2.  Faithful is with an eye on God and the Kingdom

1.  Meets God’s minimum, gives to God sacrificially

3.  Have you become a member of the Church of Ephesus?

1. Rev 2:1-5

2.  God says

1. V. 6 – “I, The Lord, do not change.”

1.  Hebrews 13:8

2.  His commands are the same today as they were in the day of the Apostles

3. Are you Robbing God?

1.  How are we robbing God?

1. Time and life

1.  Christianity has become an extracurricular activity

1.  If I have time, I will live and give

2. It is the only day I can rest 

1. God agrees and set the Sabbath a part

1.  Worship is a means of resting in Him

2.  2 hours out of 168 – 1% of week

1. Personal entertainment gets more than that in one day.

2.  Tithes and contributions

1. Why are these needed?

1.  For the support of the Work of God, the church

1.  Pays the bills and those who do what you can not do

2.  Because God commanded us to give

1.  To support the Church

2.  To glorify Him

3.  For the building of His Kingdom

1.  We are blessed when we give

1.  A deeper richer relationship

1.  With God

2.  With others

2.  Our giving is tied to our relationship

1.  If we are not faithful, we do not experience is blessed presence.

1.  Individually

2.  Corporately

3.  Look at the Sacrifice He made for us, can’t we give a little?

1.  Sent Son to die on cross for you!

