Eastminster Presbyterian Church
July 10, 2011
Sermon Notes
Passage:

But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth. To this he called you through our gospel, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the traditions that you were taught by us, either by our spoken word or by our letter. Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us and gave us eternal comfort and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts and establish them in every good work and word.  (2Thess 2:13-17, ESV)

Outline:

1. God choose when?

1. Free will position

1.  God does not predetermine (predestine) 

1. He foresees who will be saved

1. Based upon a decision made solely by the person

1.  Does not take into account man’s sin nature

1. "Those who speak of man's "free will," and insist upon his inherent power to either accept or reject the Saviour, do but voice their ignorance of the real condition of Adam's fallen children."  Arthur W. Pink
2.    Man is not drawn or led to God

1.  Prevenient Grace

1.  A grace that renders man’s sin nature neutral, enabling him to be able to make a choice

2.  Occurs just before salvation but is not effectual, rather it is just neutralizing

1.  It is not irresistible but resistible

1.  Can it truly be seen as grace if you can choose not to receive it?

2.  Sovereignty Position
1. God’s election is determined before the foundations of the world

1. V. 13 - απ αρχης – in the beginning
1.  Jeremiah 1:5; Eph 1:4

2.  Man is a sinner and incapable of choosing anything good

1. Rom 3:10,23

1. This sinfulness results in a spiritual death

1. We are dead men walking

1.  The dead cannot choose anything

3. God chooses us, not us choose God

1. V. 13 – rendered holy by the Spirit causing us to have faith

1. Cannot be holy, unless made holy
2.  God choses how?

1. Free-Will position

1. God renders us neutral and we can freely choose or reject God

1. It is our accepting a faith in God

2. God does not choose us, we choose Him

1. He desires that all be saved

1.  Question: If He is God, and he desires a universal atonement,  why can you resist his salvation?

2.  How can I choose, if I don’t understand?

1. 1 Cor 2:14

1. Prevenient grace?

1. This is just enough grace to be able to make a decision without influence.

1. To understand the things of God would imply some influence

2. "[The natural man is] bound, miserable, captive, sick, and dead, but who by the operation of his lord, Satan, adds to his other miseries, blindness: so that he believes he is free, happy, at liberty, powerful, whole and alive." -Martin Luther
2.  Election position

1. V. 14 – God Calls you for His glory

1. God calls us to himself, by grace through the Spirit

1. Then we can understand

2. All for His glory

2. His grace is irresistible

1. Eph 2:8,9

3. I don’t have the faith to choose, I have faith because He chose
3.  God choses who?
1. Free will position

1. God chooses those who choose Him

1. Will refer to John 1:12

1. Fail to read verse 13 and see the entire context

1. Our choice is in bondage to our nature

1. Until our nature is in line with God, we will never choose Him!

2.  God choses whom he will

1. Ex 33:19; Romans 9:15

1. We are 100% dependent upon God

2. "In vain people busy themselves with finding any good of man's own in his will. For any mixture of the power of freewill that men strive to mingle with God's grace is nothing but a corruption of grace. It is just as if one were to dilute wine with muddy, bitter water." -John Calvin
3. "I believe the man who is not willing to submit to the electing love and sovereign grace of God, has great reason to question whether he is a Christian at all, for the spirit that kicks against that is the spirit of the devil, and the spirit of the unhumbled, unrenewed heart." -C. H. Spurgeon 
4. “How then is the sinner to move heavenwards? By an act of his own will? Not so. A power outside of himself must grasp hold of him and lift him every inch of the way. The sinner is free, but free in one direction only—free to fall, free to sin!” – A W Pink
