Ps 95

1 ​​​​​​​​Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; ​​​​​​​let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! ​​​ 2 ​​​​​​​​Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; ​​​​​​​let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! ​​​ 3 ​​​​​​​​For the LORD is a great God, ​​​​​​​and a great King above all gods. ​​​ 4 ​​​​​​​​In his hand are the depths of the earth; ​​​​​​​the heights of the mountains are his also. ​​​ 5 ​​​​​​​​The sea is his, for he made it, ​​​​​​​and his hands formed the dry land. ​​​
6 ​​​​​​​​Oh come, let us worship and bow down; ​​​​​​​let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! ​​​ 7 ​​​​​​​​For he is our God, ​​​​​​​and we are the people of his pasture, ​​​​​​​and the sheep of his hand. ​​​​​​​Today, if you hear his voice, 
​​​ 8 ​​​​​​​​do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, ​​​​​​​as on the day at Massah in the wilderness, ​​​ 9 ​​​​​​​​when your fathers put me to the test ​​​​​​​and put me to the proof, though they had seen my work. ​​​ 10 ​​​​​​​​For forty years I loathed that generation ​​​​​​​and said, “They are a people who go astray in their heart, ​​​​​​​and they have not known my ways.” ​​​ 11 ​​​​​​​​Therefore I swore in my wrath, ​​​​​​​“They shall not enter my rest.” ​​​  (Ps 95:1-11, ESV)

Classic text for Worship

Venite – Oh come

What worship is?
“___________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________”

We were created continuously outpouring. Note that I did not say we were created to be continuous outpourers. Nor can I dare imply that we were created to worship. This would suggest that God is an incomplete person whose need for something outside himself (worship) completes his sense of himself. It might not even be safe to say that we were created for worship, because the inference can be drawn that worship is a capacity that can be separated out and eventually relegated to one of several categories of being. I believe it is strategically important, therefore, to say that we were created continuously outpouring—we were created in that condition, at that instant, imago Dei. – Harold Best, Unceasing Worship: Biblical Perspectives on Worship and the Arts
The English word "worship" comes from two Old English words: weorth, which means "worth," and scipe or ship, which means something like shape or "quality." We can see the Old English word -ship in modern words like friendship and sportsmanship – that’s the quality of being a friend, or the quality of being a good sport.

It is not a command but a heart response

a. ______________________ – What moved Cain and Abel to bring an offering and worship?

b. _______________________
God through Moses brought about change

a. A formalization of worship

a. When  - ______________________________________________________________
b. Where – _____________________________________________________________
c. How – _______________________________________________________________
d. Who – _______________________________________________________________
b. Formalization did not do away with the heart in and of worship

a. Deut 6:4-6

Why should we Worship ?
v. 3__________________________________________________________________________________
You ascribe ultimate value to something and this is why the worship of God is and should be transforming 
We will not/ can not reach the world without worship

“Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church.  Worship is.  Missions exists because worship doesn’t.  Worship is ultimate, not missions, because God is ultimate, not man.  When this age is over, and the countless millions of the redeemed fall on their faces before the throne of God, missions will be no more.  It is a temporary necessity.  But worship abides forever.

Worship, therefore, is the fuel and goal in missions.  It’s the goal of missions because in missions we simply aim to bring the nations into white-hot enjoyment of God’s glory.  The goal of missions is the gladness of the peoples in the greatness of God.  ‘The Lord reigns: let the earth rejoice; let the many coastlands be glad!’ (Psalm 97:1).  ‘Let the peoples praise thee, O God; let all the peoples praise thee!  Let the nations be glad and sing for joy!’ (Psalm 67:3-4)

But worship is also the fuel of missions.  Passion for God in worship precedes the offer of God in preaching.  You can’t commend what you don’t cherish.  Missionaries will never call out, ‘Let the nations be glad!’, who cannot say from the heart, ‘I rejoice in the Lord……I will be glad and exult in thee, I will sing praise to thy name, O Most High” (Psalm 104:34; 9:2).  Missions begins and ends in worship.

If the pursuit of God’s glory is not ordered above the pursuit of man’s good in the affections of the heart and the priorities of the church, man will not be well served and God will not be duly honored.  I am not pleading for a diminishing of missions but for a magnifying of God.  When the flame of worship burns with the heat of God’s true worth, the light of missions will shine to the most remote peoples on earth.  And I long for the day to come!

Where passion for God is weak, zeal for missions will be weak.  Churches that are not centered on the exultation of the majesty and beauty of God will scarcely kindle a fervent desire to ‘declare his glory among the nations’ (Psalm 96:3).” – John Piper, Let the Nations be Glad!:The Supremacy of God in Missions
How can we Worship?
Need to have to worship well

a. ________________________________ – Psalm is all in the plural

a. Private worship should be the preparation for corporate worship

b. _________________________________ 

a. Submission to the Scripture as the self- revelation of God

c. _________________________________
a. V. 2,6 – a desire to know the presence of the Lord

d. __________________________________
a. V 8 – 11 – 2nd Generation that entered His rest, the promised land

b. Hebrew 4:

i. Ultimate rest is gospel rest, a rest from our attempts to please God

We need the proper elements. These elements are not left to our design, they are given by God.

1. Preaching (________________________)

2. Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Table (_______________________________________)

3. Prayer (______________________________) 

4. Reading Scripture (__________________________)

5. Financial giving (_____________________________)

6. Singing and music (___________________________)

Worship should employ these characteristics

a. It should be _______________________________________________________
b. It should __________________________________________________________
c. It should be _________________________________________________________
1. Not the same as “Seeker Sensitive”

d. It should ____________________________________________________________
e. It should be __________________________________________________________
f. It should _____________________________________________________________
“Worship is the act of ascribing ultimate value to something in such a way that it engages the entire being: mind, will, and emotions.”

Did you Worship God today?


