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Sermon Notes
Passage:  Mark 10:1-12 (ESV)
1 And he left there and went to the region of Judea and beyond the Jordan, and crowds gathered to him again. And again, as was his custom, he taught them. 2 And Pharisees came up and in order to test him asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” 3 He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” 4 They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of divorce and to send her away.” 5 And Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you this commandment. 6 But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 7 ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, 8 and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two but one flesh. 9 What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” 10 And in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 11 And he said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her, 12 and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” 
Outline:

1. Know the Scripture

1.  What did Moses say?

1.  The question was not off the wall

2.  Jesus answers with a question

1.  What does Scripture say? – ref. Deut 24:1

1.  A striking answer

1. The culture operated off of one of two interpretations for men

1. Shammai 

1.  Only reason is divorce - adultery

2. Hillel

1.  Any reason suffices

3.  Look close at the passage

1.  This is a concession to regulate

1.  Not a command 

2.  What does Genesis say?

1.  Adam and Eve

1.  No other choices

1.  Set an example of monogamous relationship

2.  Gen 1:27

2.  God instituted the Marriage relationship

1. Genesis 2:24

1.  Therefore

1.  A reason for creation of man and woman

1. To marry

2.  Let no man tear apart

1.  The intent from the beginning was that this was a permanent union 


2.  Know yourself

1.  Self glorification

1.  Moses made allowances

1. To regulate and prevent abuses

2.  Men perverted and twisted the law

1. For their own good

3.  We will always defer to what makes us feel best

1.  The motive in  divorce is self related - sin

1.  I don’t love,  I don’t feel good, I don’t like…

2.  Does not consider the spouse, children or others

1.  Relationships mean something

2.  God glorification

1.  The purpose of marriage is the same purpose for life

1. To glorify God and enjoy Him for ever

1.  With your spouse

2.  Neither God nor Jesus said it would be easy

1.  Genesis 3 indicates difficulties

1.  Pain with child birth

2.  Toil and work

3.  Pray, worship and serve together

1.  Not enough to pray – even the lost do that

1.  Worship and serve together

1.  Be active in your faith as a unit

3.  Know God

1.  He created

1.  Marriage is not a social structure

1. Held together by state sanction

2.  It is a religious ordinance

1.  Held together by a command of God

1.  To violate is to sin against God

1. Not unforgivable as many think

1. Must be dealt with as sin

2.  He holds together

1.  Neither marriage partner can make a marriage last

1.  We are fallible sinners, we will fail if we try to do it ourselves

1.  Your only hope is Jesus Christ

2.  So what do I do?

1.  If divorced?

1.  Confess to God that you violated His command and divorced

2.  Repent from doing it again

1. This time is done, you can’t change that

3.  Seek to live in a manner glorifying to God

1.  Pray, worship and serve

2.  If married?

1.  Pray, worship and serve together

1.  Seek to glorify God together

2.  See your marriage as your tool to glorify God

3.  If single?

1.  Pray, worship and serve

2.  Seek to glorify God

3.  Seek His guidance and wisdom

4.  Proverbs 3:5,6

