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Sermon Notes
Passage: 1:1 In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, on the first day of the month, the word of the LORD came by the hand of Haggai the prophet to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest:
1:2 “Thus says the LORD of hosts: These people say the time has not yet come to rebuild the house of the LORD.”
1:3 Then the word of the LORD came by the hand of Haggai the prophet,
1:4 “Is it a time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, while this house lies in ruins?
1:5 Now, therefore, thus says the LORD of hosts: Consider your ways.
1:6 You have sown much, and harvested little. You eat, but you never have enough; you drink, but you never have your fill. You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm. And he who earns wages does so to put them into a bag with holes.
1:7 “Thus says the LORD of hosts: Consider your ways.
1:8 Go up to the hills and bring wood and build the house, that I may take pleasure in it and that I may be glorified, says the LORD.
1:9 You looked for much, and behold, it came to little. And when you brought it home, I blew it away. Why? declares the LORD of hosts. Because of my house that lies in ruins, while each of you busies himself with his own house.
1:10 Therefore the heavens above you have withheld the dew, and the earth has withheld its produce.
1:11 And I have called for a drought on the land and the hills, on the grain, the new wine, the oil, on what the ground brings forth, on man and beast, and on all their labors.”
1:12 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God had sent him. And the people feared the LORD.
1:13 Then Haggai, the messenger of the LORD, spoke to the people with the LORD's message, “I am with you, declares the LORD.”
1:14 And the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people. And they came and worked on the house of the LORD of hosts, their God,
1:15 on the twenty-fourth day of the month, in the sixth month, in the second year of Darius the king.
 (Hag 1:1-15, ESV)
Outline:
1. What is the primary issue?

a. God’s House lies in ruin

i. In Haggai’s day it was rubble

1.  Today it is 

a.  Low attendance

b.  Low involvement

c.  Low income

ii.  Why?

1.  Too concerned for self

a.  Israel was building their houses and planting their farms

i.  They took care of self before taking care of God’s House

1.  The reason they were allowed back

b. We are overly entertained

i.  We are entertaining ourselves to death

ii.  We drive from one activity to another

1.  We no longer know how to handle 
quiet

2.  Not doing the work of God

a.  The purpose of Israel’s return was to rebuild the temple

i.  To reestablish God’s dwelling place in their midst

b.  The purpose of EPC is to build the Kingdom of God

i.  Through Worship and Service to our Lord

2.  What is our response?

a.  Obey

i.  In order to obey we must know our sin

1.  “consider”

a.  Think about what you are doing

b.  Think about what God has done and is doing

i.  Reflect and remember

ii.  Repent of your disengagement

iii.  Restore your relationship with God

2.  Engage

a.  Get up off  the sofa

b.  Meet new people

i.  Tell them what God is doing

c.  Get involved in the life of the Church

3.  Glorify God

a.  Worship and Study with God’s people

i.  More than Sunday morning for one hour

b.  Fear

i.  Have a holy fear

1.  What would life be like without God?

2.  What would life be like without your Church?

3.  How do we go about tackling this issue?

a.  Remember the source of strength

i.  “I am with you.”

1.  We are not doing this work alone

2.  He is our strength and our companion

b.  Take the initiative to do the work

i.  Don’t wait on me to tell you what to do

1.  Listen and do what God wants you to do.

a.  He gave Himself for you

i. The least you can do is give Him some time.
How do I view the church (EPC)?

List three people you can invite to EPC.

What can I do this week to further God’s kingdom?


