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Scripture

“And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath he entered the synagogue and was teaching. And they were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one who had authority, and not as the scribes. And immediately there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, ‘‘What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are--the Holy One of God.’’ But Jesus rebuked him, saying, ‘‘Be silent, and come out of him!’’ And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a loud voice, came out of him. And they were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, ‘‘What is this? A new teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.’’ And at once his fame spread everywhere throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee. And immediately he left the synagogue and entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John. Now Simon’s mother-in-law lay ill with a fever, and immediately they told him about her. And he came and took her by the hand and lifted her up, and the fever left her, and she began to serve them. That evening at sundown they brought to him all who were sick or oppressed by demons. And the whole city was gathered together at the door. And he healed many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons. And he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him.” Mark 1:21-34, ESV.

1. Jesus' authority is unlike others

1.  They were astonished

1. The disciples and the members 

1. Not sure what they knew or believed

2.  He wasn't like everyone else

2.  Not as the scholars of the day

1. Scribes were not your typical authors

1. They were the intellectual elite of the day

2.  They depended on the “oral tradition”

1. Quoted extensively previous Rabbis

1.  Particularly, who ever taught them 

2.  Jesus was radically different 

1. No record of Him ever quoting another human 

1.  He spoke as if He wrote the Scripture

2.  He used himself as the authority

1. While not blatant, a subtle sign of divinity

2.  Difference between knowing and true belief

1.  I know, they knew

1.  Two incidents with demons 

1. distinguished from sickness

2.  Acknowledged as real

2.  Demonic proclaims knowledge of Christ 

1.  “You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe--and shudder!” James 2:19, ESV.

1.  He knows about Christ, yet does not profess Him as Savior

1. If the demonic can know, what does that say about us?

1. Big difference between knowing about and knowing.

2.  They told him

1.  Didn't know a whole lot about Jesus

1. Based upon what they knew, they asked

2.  didn't take knowledge to seek the Savior, it took faith

2. They had just seen Jesus show his authority

1.  Based on that authority, they, by faith went to him

1.  What brings you to Jesus?

2.  Do you even come to Jesus?

3.  His authority leads to belief

1.  He healed

1. He went to her

1. Jesus initiated the healing process 

1.  He does the same in our lives

2.  He touched her

1.  Healing involves contact

3.  He lifted her up

1. Two ways

1.  Restored life 

2.  Gave a reason to live

2.  She served

1.  New reason to live

1. To glorify Him and enjoy Him forever.

2.  “So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. But someone will say, ‘‘You have faith and I have works.’’ Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.” James 2:17, 18, ESV.

1. Faith is not based on the works, true faith is displayed by the works.

2.  How is your life showing your faith in Christ?

1. Are you living under the authority of the King or are you in charge of yourself?

What is one way I can apply this passage to my life?

