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Sermon Notes 06/20/10
Scripture

“And a leper came to him, imploring him, and kneeling said to him, ‘‘If you will, you can make me clean.’’ Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand and touched him and said to him, ‘‘I will; be clean.’’ And immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made clean. And Jesus sternly charged him and sent him away at once, and said to him, ‘‘See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded, for a proof to them.’’ But he went out and began to talk freely about it, and to spread the news, so that Jesus could no longer openly enter a town, but was out in desolate places, and people were coming to him from every quarter.” Mark 1:40-45, ESV.

1. Angered compassion

1. Leper came to him

1. Untouchable, outcast

1.  Much like Aids today

2.  Asked for healing

1. Not if you can, but if you will

1. A touch of faith

2.  V. 41

1. A few of the oldest manuscripts 

1.  “And moved to anger”

1.  Angry at man's request?

1. No

2.  Angry at the effects of sin?

1.  Makes sense

3.  Jesus hated to see anyone suffer

2. “And moved to pity” (compassion)

1.  His heart is bigger than his head

1.  He didn't over think the situation

2. He saw the situation

1. Man was outcast

1. Lost without Jesus' help, hopeless

3.  He was moved to action

1. He, Jesus, reached out to the man 

1.  Jesus took the initiative to demonstrate compassion

2.  He felt love

2.  A loving touch

1. Jesus reached out and touched

1.  A serious no no

1.  Man was unclean

1. Made Jesus unclean

2.  He did the unheard of

1. Took a risk to change a life

3.  He wasn't concerned with what everyone thought

1.  Only concerned for the man 

2.  How are we looking at others?

1.  Are we stepping outside our comfort zones?

2.  Are we bound up in what others might think?

3.  Do we even see the hurting and the needy?

3.  He was healed

1.  To change any situation, you have to get involved. You have to touch

3.  Godly obedience

1.  Jesus' command

1.  Be quiet

1.  Don't bring me false praise

1.  Praise for healing, but no praise for glory

2.  Go see the priest

1.  Fulfill the law

1. odd, after he just broke the law by touching

1.  He did not come to abolish but fulfill

1. Mt 5:17

2.  Jesus healed but under Jewish Law

1. Only priest can declare someone clean

2.  The man's response

1. He did not do exactly as Jesus said

1.  Talked and focused on Jesus' act rather than His Godliness.

3.  How do you respond to God's amazing work in your life?

1.  Are you obedient to His commands?

2.  Are you focused on the wrong thing?

What is one way I can apply this passage to my life?

