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Sermon Notes 07/18/10
Scripture

“He went out again beside the sea, and all the crowd was coming to him, and he was teaching them. And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, ‘‘Follow me.’’ And he rose and followed him. And as he reclined at table in his house, many tax collectors and sinners were reclining with Jesus and his disciples, for there were many who followed him. And the scribes of the Pharisees, when they saw that he was eating with sinners and tax collectors, said to his disciples, ‘‘Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?’’ And when Jesus heard it, he said to them, ‘‘Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.’’” Mark 2:13-17, ESV.

1. Christ calls the unlikely

1.  One and then the rest

1. Alphaeus

1. 1st of 4 brothers who would be apostles

1. James, Simon, Jude

2.  Families are usually reached one member at time

2.  A Publican or tax gather

1.  Worked for Herod

1. Half-breed governor who worked for Romans

2.  Tended to be conniving, mean, ruthless and despised

1. One of if not the most hated people in the community

1.  A sell out and a thief

3.  The last person you would have thought to invite to church

1.  Just like all of us

1.  Psalm 51:3 – 5

1. The cry of us all

2.  Romans 3:23

1. We are all like Matthew

1. Hardened by the world, in need of a savior

2.  Following comes at a cost

1. Follow

1. Jesus issued the call

1.  Was not convenient

1. Matthew was working, collecting tolls

2.  The call of Christ will take us out of our comfort zone

1.  If we are comfortable, resting, no trials or fighting from Satan, we are dead.

1.  Either in Christ or to Christ

2. Rose and followed

1.  Left his means of support

1. Left the toll both and tax collecting

1.  Gave up a lucrative career to find eternal salvation

2.  Left his family

1. The rest of his life was turned upside down

1.  Kept in touch

1.  At least three brothers joined him at some point

3.  Left his home

1. Capernaum was home base, they will leave for Jerusalem and the country side

1. Went from a steady job and residency to itineration and instability

1. Took faith to do all three

3.  Christ is for sinners

1. Sinners and tax collectors

1.  The religious saw them as unclean

1. Religiously and morally

1. Why would anyone associate with them?

2.  Sick or heathy

1. Often is a matter of perspective

1. Reality is that we are all dying from birth, we are all sick

2.  It is the sick that need a doctor not the healthy

1. We are all sick with sin

3.  Great news of grace

1.  V. 17 - “I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”

1. If you are “good enough” you do not need a savior

1.  At 82 John Newton said, "My memory is nearly gone, but I remember two things, that I am a great sinner, and that Christ is a great Saviour."

2.  How will you respond to Jesus' call on your life?

1.  As righteous, in no need of a savior?

2.  As a Publican, in desperate need of a savior?

What is one way I can apply this passage to my life?

