Eastminster Presbyterian Church

Sermon Notes 04/18/10
Scripture:

“A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.” Proverbs 17:17, ESV.

“A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.” Proverbs 18:24, ESV.

1.  A friend loves

1. All of you

1. Looks at the heart not at the face

1.  Lovers seek a physical attraction and a heart attraction

2.  Friends are looking at the heart

2.  They know and reveal

1.  They know your warts

1.  Love and are devoted despite the warts

2.  They reveal your warts

1.  will be seeking your best, even when and if it hurts

1.  If your “friend” won't tell you the truth about yourself, they will not be truthful about anything else

1.  If they know and let you hurt yourself, they are not a friend 

3.  They are few and far between

1. 18:24 – many companions come to ruin

1.  Pecking order develops

1. Loyalty, friendship based upon where you are in the order

2. Average 1 – 3 close friends at any one time

1.  Lots of acquaintances, few true friends 

2. At all times

1.  Good or bad

1.  During good times, they seek to make it better

2. Test of friendship is what happens during a trial

1. Jesus' disciples fled

1. Mt 26:56 – to fulfill Scripture 

1. All but Judas returned, sought forgiveness, never left again

2.  A friend sticks

1.  In adversity

1. Difficulties, misfortune

1. The test of true friendship

1. It is easy to stand by when things are going good

2.  Like a brother

1. True friend sees the relationship as familial

1. Talk like family act like family

1. No matter what separates, there is still a link

2. Born for adversity

1.  Their presence reminds you of God's presence

1. They seem to be born for the moment

1. God's gift in your trial

3.  A friend that is even closer

1. Only one can stick that close

1. Jesus Christ

2.  Implies a relationship

1.  Not religion

2.  Communication

1. Two way

3.  Involvement 

1. Two way

1. He in your life

2.  You in His life

3.  Sticks with you despite you

1. True friendship is an earthly picture of God's heavenly grace

1. He loves you despite who  you are

2.  You can't out sin His love, so accept His love

1. When everyone else flees, He will be there.

What is one way I can apply this passage to my life?

