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Sermon Notes 01/17/10
Scripture  “Hear, my son, your father’s instruction, and forsake not your mother’s teaching, for they are a graceful garland for your head and pendants for your neck. My son, if sinners entice you, do not consent. If they say, ‘‘Come with us, let us lie in wait for blood; let us ambush the innocent without reason; like Sheol let us swallow them alive, and whole, like those who go down to the pit; we shall find all precious goods, we shall fill our houses with plunder; throw in your lot among us; we will all have one purse’’-- my son, do not walk in the way with them; hold back your foot from their paths, for their feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed blood. For in vain is a net spread in the sight of any bird, but these men lie in wait for their own blood; they set an ambush for their own lives. Such are the ways of everyone who is greedy for unjust gain; it takes away the life of its possessors.” Proverbs 1:8-19, ESV.

1.  Parents do know best 

1. The two tables

1. You shall have no other God – Ex 20:2,3

1. Verses 1 – 7 end with this address 

2. Honor your Father and your  Mother Ex 20:12

1. Verse 8,9 – the second table

3. The proverb addresses both relationships

1. Spiritual and Physical headship

2.  Hear – Listen

1. Not spoken in a spiritual sense

1. not talking about God the Father here

2. This is speaking about DAD

2.  Parents are given the task to raise, guide and protect

1. Unless what they say violates God's law, we are to listen

3.  Do not forsake

1. Do not turn away from

2. We are not just supposed to listen, we are to apply

1. When Mom and Dad talk about sin, etc... we are to trust they know what God wants of us.

4.  Puts a great burden on us, the Parents

1.  This Proverb presupposes Godly parents

1. You must live it, to teach it

2.  Temptation and sin 

1. There is a difference between temptation and sin 

1. Temptation

1.  It is not sin itself, but is the precursor

2. It is the desire to do something

1. We all struggle with some sort of temptation

1. There is always evil before us

2.  Always the opposite sex

3.  Our weaknesses will always be tried

2.  Sin occurs when we consent to the temptation before us

1.  consent – to give in

1. This is where sin begins

1. “The consent, even if it be not carried out into act, lays the responsibility at our own door.” Charles Bridges

2. You have a choice, here is freewill in action

1. You can agree with temptation, consent

2. You can resist temptation, flee

2. This is where parents are handy

1. When tempted, and not sure what to do

1. Listen to Dad and don't turn away from Mom

3.  Walking on the dark side

1. “Come on, everyone is doing it!”

1. First question to ask is, “is everyone really doing it?”

1. A positive answer rarely leads to Jesus

1. Romans 3:23

1. Everyone does sin 

1. Does not make it right

2.  Is not what God desires

2. What are we to do?

1. Love God

1. Run to the cross 

1. There Jesus put to death sin and temptation

2. There you find the strength to resist 

1. John 16:33

2.  You can not out sin God's grace

1. Why try?

1. come to Jesus

1. v. 19 – the way of sin takes away life

2. Jesus is the giver of life

1. John 10:10

2. Love Others

1.  If your focus is on the welfare of others, you can not gratify your own desires.

1. It is therapeutic and protectionistic

2.  Loving others allows you to see God at work

1. In you

2. Through you

3.  Starts with Christ

What is one way I can apply this passage to my life?

