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Sermon Notes
Passage: Mark 9:38-41 (ESV)

38 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” 39 But Jesus said, “Do not stop him, for no one who does a mighty work in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 40 For the one who is not against us is for us. 41 For truly, I say to you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong to Christ will by no means lose his reward.  
Outline:

1. Do you want the accolades?
1.  Saw someone casting out

1.  He was doing what you do

2.  What you sent us to do

3.  In Your name

1.  Without your permission

2.  We tried to stop them

1.  We rebuked them

1. You are not one of us, how can you?

3.  So what is the big deal?

1.  The misconception

1. The only one who can do the work of God are those in a certain group

1.  In John’s case, the disciples and  soon to be apostles

2.  In our world

1.  Pastors or missionaries

2.  The officers or women

3.  Only members of certain churches

2.  Limited participation brings generous accolades

1.  If fewer people are involved, fewer can claim the victory

1.  Remember, John was just arguing over who was the greatest

1.  An attempt to justify himself?

1. We are a lot like John, we like attention
2.  Do you understand the goal?
1.  Jesus gives John a twofold goal

1.  The name of Jesus is proclaimed

1.  If doing the work, serving, it is hard to talk bad

1.  If there is back stabbing going on, chances are there is not kingdom work going on

2.  Kingdom work involves prayer and service

1.  Hard to hate or treat badly someone you are praying with and for

3.  Paul’s echo

1. Philippians 1:15-18

1.  The simple Kingdom principle

1. If the work of God’s Kingdom is happening, it can ONLY be of God! 

2.  The Kingdom is expanded

1.  God is Sovereign

1.  Allows Him to work in ways we don’t always like or understand

1.  He doesn’t need our permission

2.  We are to be about the task

1.  Leave the personnel decisions to God
3.  Do you know who is on your team?
1.  Those not against us

1.  Not speaking about non-believers at all

2. Line can sometimes be blurry

1.  If laboring with them will steer others from the doctrines of grace and the truths of  the gospel

1.  They then are against us, so no

2.  If serving together does not challenge the gospel

1. They are for us
2.  Those who serve the servants

1.  The behind the scenes and little jobs also reap God’s reward.

1.  Everyone working for the Kingdom, will benefit

1.  No matter how small a part

2.  Because you belong to Christ

1.  Must have a knowledge of the Most Holy

1.  A non-believer cannot have that knowledge

1.  It is given by God

4.  Wrap up

1. If you are a follower of Jesus

1.  Do not seek the accolades from others

2.  Build the Kingdom

3.  Do even the smallest tasks for the glory of God

2.  If you are not a believer

1. Join the team

1.  Receive the free gift of grace found in Jesus

1.  He is calling the  broken to healing

2.  He is calling the orphans to family
