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Sermon Notes
Passage: Mark 9:30-37 (ESV)

30 They went on from there and passed through Galilee. And he did not want anyone to know, 31 for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him. And when he is killed, after three days he will rise.” 32 But they did not understand the saying, and were afraid to ask him.  33 And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you discussing on the way?” 34 But they kept silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about who was the greatest. 35 And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.” 36 And he took a child and put him in the midst of them, and taking him in his arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me, receives not me but him who sent me.”  
Outline:

1. Don’t be afraid to ask questions
1.  God’s Word is not always cut and dry

1.  Talk of death is tough to handle

2.  Talk of rising in 3 days is tougher

1.  Believed in a resurrection

1.  Date and time were unknowns

3.  What is it about the Word that you find tough?

2.  Questions are a learning tool

1.  “They did not understand”

1.  Usually inquisitive

1.  Previous rebuke

2.  The experience with the demonic boy

2.  Were afraid to ask

1.  At a time when they needed to know

2.  In a situation where Jesus wanted them to know

1. They let fear control the situation

3.  The cost of fear is too great

1.  Keeps you from intimacy

1.  Here was a chance to draw close to Jesus

2. Keeps you from knowledge

1.  Jesus was preparing them for the upcoming days

1.  Did not want them caught unaware

3.  Don’t let fear keep you from asking

1.  You may miss the will of God
2.  Keep your focus
1.  Keep eyes on Jesus

1. Leader walking in front

1. They should have been watching him

1. Instead they were arguing among themselves

2.  Where are your eyes set

1.  On your Leader, Jesus?

2.  On everything else going on in life?

2.  Take your eyes off  yourself

1.  Jesus was fully aware of what was going on

1. “What were you all discussing?”

1.  “What were you all arguing about?”

2.  He had just told them the most intimate thing about himself he could tell them

1. They wanted to argue about who was going to his right hand man.

3.  We too easily get caught up in the unnecessary

1.  We have been given a unique but common purpose

1.  To glorify God

1.  Just do it and do not worry about who is in charge

1.  Jesus is ultimately in charge

1. Matt 6:33
3.  Learn to serve
1. The first last lesson

1.  Don’t aspire to lead, aspire to serve

1.  Not saying, “don’t be a leader”

1.  Saying, “let your leadership abilities be recognized in the way that you serve.”

1.  Leaders and doers

2.  If Christians are not in leadership positions

1.  Not because they can’t lead

2.  Because they won’t serve

2.  Receiving the Child

1. We are not to become children again

1. Recognize our adoption as children

1.  Our position in Christ

1.  If we do not believe and live as children of God, we cannot be saved

1. If you are a child of God, live like one

2.  If you are not a child of God, become one
What are some questions you have about your faith?

What is keeping you from asking these questions?

How can you be a servant Leader in God’s Kingdom?
